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Spies Make No Secret of Support for Bush Date |7 OC 98]
By JOAN MOWER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) George Bush can count on solid backing Nov. g
fram the nation's former spies, who are making no secret of their
support for the Republican candidate.

Association of Former Intelligence Officers over the weekend.
In the tightly knit intelligence camunity, former Spies feel a
kinship with Bush, who served as the CIA's director for a year in

Bush after the Democrats regained the White House.
The association does not formally take stands on political
issues, but it isn't difficult to determine most members'

James E. Treher, a former FBI agent fram Pittsburgh who worked
in counterintelligence, saig he feared that Democrat Michael
Dukakis, if elected, would put libggal restrictions'' on the CIA.

Houkal that he was involved in a policy change and Bush ° “Just

signed off on it,'!
‘ It was a tranquil operation,'' added L..A. Shirito, who now

works for Union Carbide., I am a Bush admirer fram those days. '

Despite his hands-off management style, Bush formed same close
ties at the agency, including one with Donald Gregg, an ex-CIA man
who has served as one of the vice president's top foreign police
advisers.

Like others, Houkal saig Bush will probably "‘leave the agency
alone'' if he moves to the White House., William Webster, a former
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""He kept his fingers off intelligence, ' George said.

But Helene Boatner, another CIA analyst, said Casey had strong,
forceful views that may have prampted the analysts to self-censor
their product. “‘jis personal views tended to have an impact, ' she
said.

She noted, however, there is always a tensien between analysts
and policy-makers because the facts never fit SQuarely with the

i i The news fram the analysts

Boatner was critica], though, of Bob Woodward's book, *‘vei]:
The Secret wars of the CIA 1981-1987.'' The bock describes how
Casey and Reagan camitteg the nation to neyw and expanded covert
wars in Central America and elsewhere.

, ; l

Since the early 1980s, the analysts said, gathering and
interpretation of information has improved. The Reagan
istration has invested heavily in equipment to collect facts
and in training analysts.
"“The nation hag made a pretty SPiffy investment in people, '
George said.

analysts, expanded théir training and tried to improve their work
by giving them more time to trave] and take Sabbaticals,
They are a Pramising lot, ' Boatner said of the new breed of

Gates said the agency is doing “‘as well if not better than we
ever have'' in recruiting with about 150,000 inquiries @ year. The
CIA entertains about 1,000 Serious applications a month. Still, the
CIA has problems recruiting Specialists such as world class
chemists ang nuclear engineers. ' '

John Greaney, AFIO's executive director, saig 250 people
attended the convention, up from last year. The association, which
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